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Hey there neighbors! Finally it looks like win-
ter’s coming this year after all. We woke up to a 
foot of powdery snow on the ground, what a beau-
tiful place we live in. I’m trying to remember where 
we put the sleds, this is too good to pass up (bad 
back or not).  We’re talking powder snow here! 
Cross Country Skiing kinda’ snow, but where are 
my skis? Oh! Wait, I have to finish this article first, 
so it may be brief. Now everyone keep safe while 
driving on our roads and stay to the right side of 
your lane.  It’s also a good time to get your pets 
spayed/neutered. So don’t forget to stop by 
Bridgeville Community Center to get spayed/
neuter discount vouchers, also there’s vouchers 
for free rabies shots. 

Now be sure to read about the Chain Saw Raf-
fle article, where the proceeds are going to help 
put on a Community Picnic in June. I think I heard 
the school as the location of the picnic. What a 
Strong & Unique Community we all make happen. 
The diversity of people that make up OUR Com-
munity seems to be as varied as the REASONS 
we all have come to reside here. Yet we seem to 
be like-minded when it comes to the one of a kind 
beauty of this “LAST OF IT’S KIND OF FORESTS 
& RURAL LANDS”.  Let’s stick together and keep 
our vast environmental neighborhood Healthy, 
Abundant, Prosperous, Protected, or Y else live 
here. 

If you’re in the mood for great food and A LOT 
OF FUN & LAUGHTER, on Sunday, March 25, at 
the Van Duzen Community Hall in Mad River, the 
Two Rivers Community Care Group is having their 
big annual fundraising Fiesta Bingo & Taco Salad 
Dinner. The dinner starts at 4:30 and 5:30 is when 

the Bingo Fun begins, with our World Famous 
Bingo Master: Randy Krahn on the microphone 
and this year’s prizes are over the top! I hope to 
see you there! 

You’ll have to read the Bridgeville Community 
School article to find out the details about the BES 
hosting their 2018 Easter Egg Hunt, happening on 
March 31. I’m going to volunteer again to hide the 
eggs, I had so much fun last year. 

Which reminds me, I want to give you a heads 
up, the BridgeFest Committee had their first meet-
ing at the end of February and I know there won’t 
be a meeting in March and that leaves April for the 
next meeting.  Like you, I will be looking in the 
April newsletter for the next meeting date & time.  
Sorry for the short notice ahead of time!  What a 
wonderful life we have, up herein these mountains! 

Last but not least, I want to talk about Bridge-
ville United, which I see as a blessing to our com-
munity. Rachael (Chi Chi) Capistrano and Tammy 
Farmer are implementing different opportunities 
through BCC programs and events (Chantal’s in-
volved too) for us as community members to meet 
face to face and share 
e x p e r i e nc e s  w i t h 
neighbors that are no 
longer strangers. Have I 
remembered to mention 
a Bridgeville United 
Survey in April’s news-
letter yet?  Seems 
April’s newsletter’s is 
going to be packed with 
great articles too! 
 

Be Safe & Aware out 
there, 

Lyn Javier 
BCC Board Member 
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Please spay and neuter your pets. Need help 
getting your cat fixed?  
 

Call 442-SPAY 
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Bridgeville Community Center  
Mission Statement 

“The Bridgeville Community Center is dedicated to 
improving the quality of life for all our community 
members.  We are committed to bringing people of all 
ages together to encourage good health, self-esteem, 
creativity, and personal development.” 

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE 

Who are the members of the Bridgeville 
Community Center Board of Directors? 

 

Kathy Wolff, President;  Kay Brown, Joyce Church, 
Nancy Herzog-Bottom, Lyn Javier, Kent Stanley 

HWY 36 Construction Update 
 

There may be up to 30 min delays 
during this winter period (weather 
permitting). They will be flagging the 

entire project and anticipate this to become 
the normal traffic flow until April 1, 2018 (when 
full Road Closures will resume). This takes 
place from Post Mile 36.05 to Post Mile 40.44.  
 

Full road closures (mornings 8-12 and after-
noons 1-5) will start on the project on April 1, 
2018.  Plan accordingly. 
 

Caution is advised when driving through the 
construction zone in the switchbacks. Rock 
slides and flooding can cause possible haz-
ardous driving conditions.  
 

Please drive carefully at all times. Slow Down. 

BRIDGEVILLE COMMUNITY EASTER 
BREAKFAST & EASTER EGG HUNT 

 

SATURDAY March 31, 2018 
Bridgeville School 

BREAKFAST AT 10:30 
ADULTS $5.00 CHILDREN $3.00 

EASTER EGG HUNT 12:00 
 

Kids, please bring some-
thing to hold the Easter 

Eggs. 

Women’s Gathering  

This picture is from the successful February gather-
ing. The next Bridgeville United’s Women’s Gather-
ing will be Sunday March 18th at 1:00pm at the 
Bridgeville School Gym. 

SPAY and NEUTER $20 SPECIAL 
Take advantage of our $20 Spay special! Hum-
boldt Spay/Neuter Network’s Spay special promo-
tion will carry on until funds run out, so hurry and 
make your appointment today by calling our office 
at (707)-442-7729. Feral, stray, and pet female 
felines are all welcome - we hope to hear from you 
soon!  

Today you are you! That is truer than true! There is no 
one alive who is you-er than you!  ~ Dr. Seuss 



  

SUNDAY 

MARCH 25                                                
Van Duzen Community Hall, Van Duzen Road, Mad River                                        

Yummy Taco Salad Buffet !!     
Meat & Vegetarian Choices 

DINNER Starts at 4:30, BINGO at 5:30 
$10.00 Adults, 12 & under $5.00, Under 5 Free 

Randy Krahn - Bingo Master                               
Specialty Games!!    Door Prizes!! 

DINNER * FUN * PRIZES 

Fundraiser for Two Rivers Community Care Group/Volunteer Hospice  707-777-1775 



Healthy Spirits 
By Lauri Rose, RN 

I have just finished reading The Year of Magical 
Thinking by Joan Didion.   I had heard an interview 
with the author and thought it sounded interesting. I 
had not realized it was a meditation on grief and loss. 

There are many books about grieving in the world.  
I’ve read textbooks, philosophies, articles, memoirs 
and How Tos.  Did we really need yet another book 
about grief?  Perhaps not.  But, then again, probably 
so.  Joan’s telling was different, as all tellings are dif-
ferent. The Year of Magical Thinking touched me in a 
way other readings hadn’t. I was stunned at just how 
deftly Ms. Didion opened the door to the immutability 
of change and the inevitability of our letting go despite 
deep, deep loss.  As usually happens when I read 
something particularly well written, I put it down and 
sighed, “Why should I ever write anything?  Someone 
else has already said it way so much better than I 
can.” 

All art is like that, the same thing said over and 
over in just a slightly different way.  How many paint-
ings of sunflowers are there in the world? Do we chas-
tise the artist who paints just one more?  No, every 
painted sunflower is different and each one touches 
each person differently. “It’s been done” is not an ex-
cuse to put down our creative pens, brushes, needles, 
saws, etc.  “It’s been done” should be a call to delve a 
little deeper into our own process of doing.  As we cre-
ate we should sit back and divine if we are copying 
someone else’s work or truly pulling forth our own au-
thentic experience. Our art may look different, 
rougher, smoother, more or less in focus than work we 
admire, but it is ours and if the process of creating it 
inspires us chances are that, should you chose to 
share it, your work will resonate with someone. 

Commercial art is about outcome, making some-
thing that others find beautiful enough to buy. Creativ-
ity is about process, outcome is a by-product.  
Whether or not you show your work to the world, the 
final outcome of creativity should be the best you 
could do and you will know it because the process of 
doing will bubble up satisfaction from your deepest 
being. 

As we come into Spring, the time of new growth 
and creation, I challenge every one of you to put aside 
your self criticisms and other distractions and to follow 
your impulses of creativity.  My equinox wish for this 
community is that we take up our creative urges and 
spend this Spring diving deep into what nourishes our 
souls.  Share it with the world, -or not – but, don’t har-
bor any lame excuses about how many others have 
done the same thing.  You are unique and your ex-
pressions are unique and the world hungers for your 
creativity.  Go for it! 

Practice Gratitude, Forgive Often, Work Hard, 

Welcome to the 
Biggest and Best 
Picnic Barbecue 
of ALL 2018!!! 

 

FREE 
for all of us in the Bridgeville community 

 
ON THE LAWN AT THE BRIDGEVILLE SCHOOL 

  Saturday June 16th 
 
Brought to you by The Bridgeville Community Center 
and Bridgeville United 
 

Yes, it is true. There is indeed going to be a really 
big and fun-for-all picnic and barbecue this summer, 
and it is going to be FREE for all of us! 
 

But, what’s the catch here, you ask?  It can’t be free.  
Nothing is really free, after all. 
 

So….we are going to have a RAFFLE to raise the 
money.  And we will spend the money to buy barbe-
cue food, drinks, snacks, paper plates and other pic-
nic goodies. We figure to raise at least $500 in the 
next three months to cover the expenses. 
 

Here’s the details:  The RAFFLE prizes will include a 
Jonsered Chainsaw, CS 2238, with a 14” bar, worth 
$200. We thank Bob’s Small Engine Repair of 
Fortuna for this generous donation.  Our second 
great prize is from HealthSPORT of Fortuna: a 
Gold Membership for three months, worth $350.  
Please note that raffle winners will receive the prize 
of their choice of these two major prizes.  Another 
prize will be a $25 gift certificate from Redwood 
Thrift of Fortuna. 
 

Tickets are $5 each and are available at the Com-
munity Center as well as from volunteers and BCC 
Board Members 
 

A free picnic and barbecue is a really good opportu-
nity for folks to get together, eat great food, tell their 
stories, and generally have a good time on the lawn 
at the Bridgeville School.  Please help make this 
event possible by buying some raffle tickets in the 
next few months. Invite your friends and family to be 
with you on Saturday June 16th.  The money raised 
will provide the barbecue, sodas and juices and cof-
fee, chips and dips, corn-on-the-cob, and whatever 
other goodies we have money to buy.  We will go 
with potluck for the side dishes, salads, deserts, or 
whatever folks can bring to share. 
 

Mark your calendar for Saturday, June 16th.   
It’s Picnic Time!! 



 “Dear MFP” (Master Food Preserver) 
 

By Dottie Simmons 
 

BRIDGEVILLE Volunteer  
FIRE Department 

by Scott Katzdorn 

It's that time of the year for the Eel River Valley 
Probationary Firefighter Academy.  

The Academy is classroom work, lectures and 
hands on experiences related to fire ground opera-
tions, search and rescue, auto extrication and an 
intro into wildland fires.  

Bridgeville has new members that are going to go 
through this educating experience.  

I am going to help teach the ladder portion at the 
Academy for the second year and help out where I 
can. As Bridgeville Fire Department's Training Offi-
cer I have found that if you really want to learn 
something well then teach. Always an honor to help 
at the Academy.  

With the snow that came at the end of February, 
came a run on the need for the use of our four-wheel 
drive pickup Rescue 7671. It drove on multiple calls 
in unfavorable weather and sloppy roads. There was 
also support, during the harsh weather, from South-
ern Trinity Fire Department and the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice. Some local neighbors and friends were a big 
help on recent calls also. Thanks to all that helped! 

Our numbers have grown lately but there is al-
ways room for more. Consider joining your local Vol-
unteer Fire Department. We meet the first Tuesday 
of the month at the Fire Barn or at the Bridgeville 
Community Center at 6PM. 
 
Call Log 
 

12/27        Vehicle Fire         MM11 
12/28        Medical               Bridgeville 
1/2            Medical               MM31 
1/2            Vehicle Fire        Alderpoint Road 
1/11          Medical               Dinsmore 
1/13          Medical               Alderpoint Road 
1/15          Traffic Collision   MM30.2 
1/21          Traffic Collision   MM12 
1/25          Medical               Dinsmore 
1/28          Traffic Collision   MM21.9 
1/31          Traffic Collision   Carlotta 
1/31          Medical               MM19 
2/2            Traffic Collision   MM28 
2/13          Fire Alarm           Bridgeville 
2/18          Traffic Collision   Burr Valley Road 
2/19          Assist Person      Larabee Butte 

Preparing for Canning Season 
 

Spring is just around the corner and soon straw-
berries and more garden fresh goodies will be avail-
able in abundance. Time to clean out and prepare 
for the season ahead. 

The three important considerations when storing 
food are quality; perishability; and environmental 
needs. Storage techniques include canning, dehy-
drating, freezing and long term fresh storage 
(potatoes, onions, apples). Storage methods in-
clude: cupboard or pantry, refrigerator, freezer, and 
cellar. 

Time to take an inventory of your canning sup-
plies. Do you have enough jars? Lids? Check with 
your local source, they may offer an off-season dis-
count or tell you when to expect a sale. Lids have 
gotten so expensive consider going in with a friend 
(or two) and splitting a case for the discount. 

Check the jars you do have and discard the ones 
with cracks or chips. Sometimes these can still be 
used for storage of dry goods. 

This is a good time to clean and defrost your 
freezer. Get it organized and do an inventory of what 
you might need most. Check dates and prioritize 
what needs to be eaten soon. 

Time to organize your pantry, too. Look for bro-
ken seals on lids, bulging cans, expired ‘use by’ 
dates and discard any foods you find that have 
them. They make great compost and it frees up the 
space and the jar for this season. See if you still 
have 20 jars of plum jam and none of strawberry. 
Maybe don’t do as many of the plum this year! 
Check to see what else was more popular. You can 
plan ahead in your garden or with local farmers to 
make sure you have plenty of favorites on hand for 
next season. 

No matter what type of food, have a ‘first in, first 
out’ policy, rotating foods to eat the oldest first. 
Clearly label and date foods so you can keep track. 
You can note weight or how many servings, on 
packages in the freezer. Old food loses flavor and 
quality and often becomes waste. Some foods, such 
as dry beans, can be canned to extend their shelf 
life (recipes online or in the Ball Blue Book).  

You can find links to charts of foods storage 
times online at: http://nchfp.uga.edu/how/store.html 
 
Questions about food preservation? Interested in a demo? Con-
tact us via: bridgevillenews@yahoo.com or: Dottie Simmons, 
42295 State Hwy 36, Bridgeville, CA 95526.  Questions about 
the Master Food Preserver Program? Contact the Humboldt 
County Cooperative Extension Office at: 5630 S. Broadway, 
Eureka, CA 95503, Phone: (707) 444-9334, or online at: http://
cehumboldt.ucdavis.edu 



Humboldt County Bookmobile 
Read A Book - They Deliver 

 
 
Carol Ann Conners 
License OE79262 
 
Greg Conners 
License 0488272 
 
 

Patterson/Conners Insurance Services 
654 Main Street, Fortuna CA 95540 

707-725-3400 

TRCCG News 
Two Rivers Community Care Group 

ARE WE CRAZY OR WHAT?  
(BACK TO THE LAND in our 60's and beyond) 

Two Rivers Community Care Group would like to 
invite everyone to our annual BINGO FIESTA TACO 
FEED.  This prize filled extravagance takes place on 
MARCH 25TH and promises to be loads of fun. 

Two Rivers helps community members from Het-
tenshaw to South Fork Ridge to Swain’s Flat who 
have life altering or terminal illnesses stay in their 
own homes as long as possible. We provide respite, 
advice and support for family members and caregiv-
ers.  Our services are sustained entirely through 
community donations, we do not get grants from 
state or federal government.  Our BINGO FIESTA is 
our major fundraiser and we invite you all to experi-
ence the fun of it, not only will you get good food, 
laughter and the chance to win really cool prizes, 
you’ll be helping your neighbors help your other 
neighbors. 

Randy Krahn will be our Bingo Meister Extraordi-
naire.  The entertainment value of that alone is worth 
the price.  But, we give you more.  You get a Taco 
Salad Buffet with a choice of meat or vegetarian 
beans, wonderful condiments to put on it (we’re buy-
ing twice as much guacamole) and fantastic des-
serts.   Prizes include but aren’t limited to, a Patio 
Boat Rental from RLCSD, gift cards from Pierson’s, 
Nielsen’s, Burger Bar, White Stump, Star Bucks and 
Journey’s End, candles, CASH, Fishing Poles, Knit 
Hats, Mittens, Earrings and much, much more.  Of 
course, the more bingo cards you buy the better 
your chances so bring plenty of quarters and dollars. 

 SUNDAY, MARCH 25TH BINGO FIESTA TACO 
FEED.  Dinner starts at 4:30 and Bingo starts at 
5:30.  

Savory Snow and Helen,  
our On-demand Hot Water Heater 

 

The first blanket of snow came yesterday. Hope-
fully, finally we are seeing the beginning of our real 
winter!  We got a foot of powdery snow last night 
which should last till the next snow as it is freezing. 
Though it’s not deep enough for us to drag out our 
sled to traipse up the hill, position ourselves in the 
sled, say a prayer and zoom down the hill; steering 
to miss the fire hydrant and not land in the water-
way.  We take pictures of snow on our land every 
year to remind us when we are sweltering in the 
summer that this too shall pass. 

And, we are still learning.  When we put our well 
in, way back in 2009, the lab tests showed a lot of 
mineral in the water.  We thought, okay, we will get a 
water filter for the cabin in the near future.  Well, it 
didn’t happen.  So today is the 23rd day of no hot 
water as our on-demand hot water heater, Helen,  
said “Hey, I’m scaly….I’m not going to run until you 
clean me and replace some parts”.   It took time, but 
we ordered the first batch of parts.  Nope, that was-
n’t all that was wrong.  The water valve was embed-
ded with minerals and silt that wouldn’t have hap-
pened if we had put a water filter in.  Harrumph! The 
second order of parts took a lot of time, so now we 
are back to our first two years, when we heated our 
water over the woodstove to take a sponge bath and 
wash our hair.  Ah, memories….but This is Real!  
However, we have to admit we now have friends 
around that will loan us their shower when we get 
real scabby. Then the snow came, and the freeze, to 
make us think of not turning off the water to fix the 
heater; not doing anything that may cause more 
problems.  When we are ready, there is a long list of 
preparations before the event of turning off the water 
to see if these new parts will fix Helen: Storing water 
so when we turn the water off and it takes a while to 
fix Helen, we will have drinking and cooking water – 
forget the bathing.  Then facilitate two people mov-
ing around in our small 6’ X 6’ bathroom to fix her, 
by removing the things holding our towels and trin-
kets, and the hamper, but leaving in the compost 
toilet in case. So we are, right at this minute, still 
dirty and waiting for a better day to fix the thing. 
 

Kate McCay and Lyn Javier, Larabee Valley 

Spring IS Springing 
 

March 20 is the first day of spring in North 
America. It is also called the vernal equinox 
(or spring equinox) which marks the begin-
ning of astronomical spring. Enjoy the flowers. 



Thank you Sponsors  
for making the newsletter possible. 

 
Newsletter Sponsors 

 

Maria Navarrette, Richard and Carol Holland, Becky 
Paterson, Mike and Clover Howeth, Virgilia Baker, 
Angelique Russell, John and Dona Blakely, Karen 
Sanderson, Dave Vegliano, Robert Speray, Robin & 
Vernon Rousseau, Steven Mendonca, Paul & 
Rhonnda Pellegrini, George & Kathy Hayes, Susan 
Gordon, Stephen Barager & Ilene Mandelbaum, 
Claudia Sauers, John Church and Cathy Torres, 
Charles & Irene Hetrick, James & Catherine Bur-
gess, Lauri Rose, Dennis & Lavonne Warren, 
Wayne and Betty Heaton, Lester and Betty Phelps, 
Roger and Ida Schellhous, Becky Paterson, James 
and Deanne Keyser, James V. Rizza, Billie Cran-
mer, Jacqueline and Donald Appleton, Ceci Le 
Mieux, Marianne Pennekamp, Valley View Realty, 
Kate McCay and Lyn Javier, Mike and Virginia Mul-
lan, Ruben Segura & Paula, Patterson and Connors 
Insurance Agency, Dottie & Dennis Simmons, Susan 
Gordon, Jim & Francene Rizza, Ken & Carlene 
Richardson, George & Kathy Hayes,  Pamela Mark-
ovich, Charles and Jan Rose, Gyula & Iren Gyenis  
 
 

Bridgeville Community Center is a Federal non-profit or-
ganization. Please consider donating to support the news-
letter and the community center. 
 

To be a sponsor for this newsletter, please 
send a contribution of $25 or more to BCC,  

or  through our website via paypal: 
 

Bridgeville Community Newsletter 
P. O. Box 3 

Bridgeville, CA 95526 
 

Thank You  
Bridgeville  

Trading Post 

WANTED:  Loving, caring people to help 
neighbors in need.  Two Rivers Community 
Care Group, a volunteer hospice, seeks vol-
unteers to help neighbors facing life altering 
illnesses and end-of-life issues.  Call the 
Bridgeville Community Center to volunteer 
or if you need our services.  777-1775. 
 
Volunteer Firemen Wanted– The Bridge-
ville, Mad River, and Ruth Volunteer Fire 
Departments are looking for volunteers. The 
house they save may be yours or your 
neighbors. Contact them directly to sign up. 
Southern Trinity Fire: 574-6536 

 

The Mad Group - Invites you to join us!! 
 

When: Sundays @ 2:00 pm 
Wednesdays @ 5:30 pm  
Where: Community Center, Mad 
River (on Van Duzen Road)  AA 

The Bridgeville Baptist Church 
 

Sunday School- 9:45-10:45 am 
Sunday Morning Worship- 11:00-12:00 

 
 

We are on Alderpoint Road, just past the  
Bridgeville Bridge off Hwy 36.  

The Office of Elections is looking 
for Poll Workers in Bridgeville 

 

Elections would not happen without Poll Work-
ers. It takes more than 400 Poll Workers to con-
duct a countywide election. Poll Workers open 
and close the polls, issue ballots, keep track of 
who has voted, and, in some polling places 
where we have multiple precincts, serve as traf-
fic directors guiding voters to the right precinct 
board. 
   
Poll Worker Eligibility 

Eligible Poll Workers must be a: (1) Registered 
voter, and (2) Legal permanent resident, or (3) High 
school student age 16 or older with a 2.5 GPA. 
  
How to Become a Poll Worker 

Contact the Office of Elections to request a Poll Worker 
Application (707-445-7481 / elections@co.humboldt.ca.us) 
or complete an online Poll Worker Application (https://
humboldtgov.org/1298/Poll-Workers).   

Next BridgeFest  
Meeting in April.  



Bridgeville Community Newsletter                    
PO Box 3 
Bridgeville, CA 95526 
Change Service Requested 
 

 
      POSTAL CUSTOMER 

If you wish to be added or re-
moved from the Newsletter 
mailing list, please contact the 
BCC.  

NONPROFIT ORG 
US POSTAGE PAID 

BRIDGEVILLE, CA 95526 
PERMIT NO.2 

www.BridgevilleCommunityCenter.org 

WEEKLY: 
  

Mondays:   BCC CLOSED 
  

Tuesdays:  Strength & balance exercise class 10:30-11:30 
  
  

Thursdays:  Strength & balance exercise class 10:30-11:30 
                     Senior Lunch 11:30 – 1 
 

BCC Board Meeting on first Thursday of month at 3:30pm 

March  2018 

Local Community Breakfasts 
 

Every First Sunday of the Month  
6 Rivers - Mad River Community Center 8–11 

 

Every Second Sunday of the Month  
Breakfast at the Van Duzen Grange, Carlotta 

 

BVFD Breakfast cancelled until further notice 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

A person who 
won't read has no 
advantage over 
one who can't 
read. 
~Mark Twain 

      1 
 
BCC Board 
meeting at 3:30 

2 3 

4 5 6 
 
BVFD meeting 
@ 6:00 BCC 

7 8 9 10 

11 
 
 
 
 

Time Change 

12 
 
Bridgeville Fire 
Protection Dis-
trict Meeting 
5pm @ BCC 

13 
- 10:30am Book-
mobile 
- 5pm School 
Board Meeting 

14 15 16 
 
BCC USDA 
Food Pantry,  
10 am – 4 pm 

17 

18 
 
Women’s  
Gathering  
1pm @ BES 

19 
 
 

20 
- BCC  Mobile-
Food Pantry- 
Dinsmore,  
8:30 am-11am 
 

SPRING 

21 22 23 24 

25 
 

Bingo Fiesta 

26 27 28 29 30 31 
 
 
BES Egg Hunt 
and Breakfast 

 

Stop Smoking 
This might be the year. 

 

Call 1 (800) NO BUTTS 

Be Happy 
more than 

once in a blue 
moon. 

Be safe. 


